Life after Death Part 20
Revelation Chapter 20
Christ Second Coming - the Millennium Reign of Christ and The White Throne of the Judgment of God
We will continue our discussion about life after death and the events at the second coming of Christ and the Millennium reign of Christ from the book of Revelation. 
Here in Revelation 20 we will see; Satan placed in hell for 1,000 years, the millennial reign of Christ with the saints upon the earth for one thousand years, the first resurrection of the rest of the dead, those who died during the tribulation, the release of Satan for a brief time, the battle of Armageddon against Satan and the nations, Satan thrown in the lake of fire burning with brimstone forever, and the great white throne of judgment. Let us now read and meditate on Revelation 20.   
“1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. (With the defeat of Satan at the marriage supper of the Lamb, the final Judgment countdown begins that lasts a thousand years. Here we can see that an angel came down from Heaven with the key of the bottomless pit that is in hell and a chain in his hand to hold the devil with it. Notice; this angel may be Christ because He is described as the one with the keys to death and hell in Revelation 1:18, “ I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”) 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, (here the angel or Jesus Christ laid hold on the dragon, the evil one, the “old serpent” in the book of Revelation, which is, the evil tempter in Genesis, who is the “Devil”, the false accuser, and “Satan”, the adversary.) 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. (After he got hold on the dragon he casted him into the bottomless pit in hell, and shut him up there for thousand years, so he will not escape, and a seal was placed upon him, being under God’s judgment, to keep him from going out so he will not deceive the nations during the millennial reign of Christ. But after the end of the one thousand years he will be loosed temporarily for a little season for one more final deception attempt before the final judgment by Christ later on in this chapter.) 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (Here John saw the bride, the raptured church, seen sitting upon the thrones, they were the saints from the rapture,  and the saints saved during the tribulation, reign with Christ on earth; which may be here also the completion of the process of the marriage supper of the Lamb that we discussed in Revelation 19, Those were beheaded during the tribulation because they were the witness of Jesus and persecuted for God’s Word sake, and did not worship the beast neither his image nor received his mark on their foreheads nor on their hands, and so we see them came to life and reigning with Christ during the one thousand years. “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them:” Judgment during the Millennial reign was given to them; perhaps the raptured church which were promised by Christ that they would rule and reign with Him as we read here, “And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matthew 19:28 KJV) Once the thousand years would be starting after Christ land on earth there will be no more salvation for the nations who would enter this one thousand years without salvation. The purpose of the Millennial Kingdom is not to demonstrate to the nations for one more last time before the final judgment the blessings of living under Christ’s reign, because if God had plan of salvation to the nations who will enter the Millennium without salvation, the Lord would not capture Satan, but will allow him to be free to check the obedience of the people who believe on Him, whether they will resist devil and decide to obey God even in the midst of troubles and persecution that devil would creates. What I believe that this one thousand years reign on earth of Christ with His saints the reason of it is to reward the saints by living on earth in honorable way reigning and ruling with Christ as Christ promised as we stated above in Matthew 19:28, and without the disturbances of Satan that was placed, sealed and locked in the bottomless pit in hell.) 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. The “first resurrection” is the resurrection of the righteous people, and that will take place at the rapture described in I Thessalonians 4 by Paul as we read here, “13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 KJV) and by Christ in Matthew 24 as we read here, “30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (Matthew 24:30-31 KJV) As well as the resurrected saints that were persecuted and died in Christ and for His sake during the period of the tribulation they are included here in the first resurrection.  The resurrection of both groups is described as the “the first resurrection”; those the second death has no power on them. The “second death” is the death that takes place after the resurrection of the “rest of the dead” that we read in verse 5, who are the wicked who disobeyed God and His Christ, and died and end up in hell, and including those of the nations who would enter the Millennium without salvation. The second death is the lake of fire as we read here, “14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” (Revelation 20:14 KJV) The “second death” has no power over those who were resurrected at the rapture, and those resurrected during the tribulation and at the beginning of the one thousand years because they and we have our names written in the book of life, and we will not die the “second death” at the great final judgment like the unbelieving wicked as we see in Revelation 20:11-15, but we shall, “be “priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years”, to reign and rule with Him. Christ’s return to the earth is in the same way He depart from earth, as we read in the book of Acts, “11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.” (Acts 1:11-12 KJV) Christ reign during the one thousand years will be with power and authority, and we can read about His return and about His reign during the Millennium from Zechariah 14, that parts of it contain prophetic message about the return of Christ: “1 Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. (This is the supper of the great God, where Christ will defeat the nations that would start to fight against Him and His bride.) 4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. (Here His return is from the same place that He departed from the Mount of Olives.) 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. (Here the return of the Lord with the saints accompanying Him.) 6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; (Christ will rule from Jerusalem during the one thousand years.) half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9 And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one. (Christ will be the King in charge over all the earth.) 10 All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11 And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. (Since Christ will rule and Satan is bound then there will be peace on earth.) 12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. (This is the battle that will accompany the supper of the great God as we read in Revelation 19:17-21. All those who would gather against Christ will be defeated by Christ.) 13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 14 And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15 And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague. 16 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. (All the remnant of the nations that would enter the Millennium would worship the King, Jesus Christ, and go year by year to keep the feast of the tabernacles at Jerusalem, but they are unsaved.) 17 And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. (The Lord shall bring judgment in the form of plague and drought on whoever refuses to abide with His instructions during those one thousand years.) 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the Lord will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19 This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 20 In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, Holiness Unto The Lord; and the pots in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21 Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 14:1-21 KJV)) 7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, (Satan here will be released from the prison that was placed in, at the end of the one thousand years.) 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. (The purpose of Satan to be released is in order to go to deceive the nations, to gather them then to do battle against the saints. The nations of all ethnic groups in the “Four quarters of the earth”; which means those who remain among the nations after the one thousand years everyone of them will be deceived who is on the earth.“Gog, and Magog” are part of the deception of Satan; a king and a false kingdom to deceive all people and to gather them to attack Christ and those saints with Him. The meaning of Gog is ‘mountain’, the king of the land of Magog who will come from the north and attack the land of Israel. Symbolically may indicate a king, or Satan’s false king in contrast to Christ, the King of the Millennial Kingdom. The meaning of Magog is a ‘land’ or ‘covering’; a land north of Israel from which the King of Gog will come to attack Israel; may indicate the land or false kingdom that Satan will use to deceive to attack the camp of the people of God. The deception of Satan will deceive such a big number of them that big as the “sand of the sea”.) 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. (The battle is described here in uncertain terms. Satan’s army, resulting from his deception arises from the ends or “breadth of the earth”, then, they “compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city”, which most probably Jerusalem city. But God defended His city, and fire came down from Heaven and defeated those who attacked the people of God.) 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. (After being defeated in battle, the devil was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and false prophet of the tribulation were, and Satan from this time will remain there forever, and those who are deceived by Satan they wait their final judgment at the great white throne that we will read in the next verse, Revelation 20:11. The nations during the Millennium will be ruled by Christ, and all of them they will be subject to Christ. There is no evidence of salvation and repentance during the Millennium reign of Christ. So no more new people would be saved during the Millennium. The nations in the Millennium reign will be subject to Christ not because they are obedience, but because devil is caught and placed into the bottomless. The prove of that is clear because at the end of the Millennium when the devil would be released for a while he will again succeed to deceive the nations, and themselves will be willing to yield to Satan’s will and start to fight the camp of the people of God. Some people when temptations and instigators are removed from them they will behave good not because they are good, but because no one is stimulating them to do wrong. God is aware of such, and that is why every now and then we notice God will allow Satan to move so He can see how the people will respond to it. Ezekiel 38 prophecy about Gog and Magog as we read here: “1 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3 And say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee. 7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. 8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them. 9 Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee. 10 Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: 11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. 13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? 14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? 15 And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army: 16 And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. 17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee against them? 18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my face. 19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord God: every man's sword shall be against his brother. 22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 38:1-23 KJV)) 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. (Christ has already established His Kingdom, Satan was judged, and here is the final judgment of God on the wicked as John saw God sat on “a great white throne”. Great describes His majesty, white describes His purity of judgment, and throne describes His authority being the judge. God here sits on the throne with a face from which Heaven and earth sought to flee away from, but could not; meaning that the face of His judgment will be inescapable. Everyone who has ever lived will not be able to avoid appearing before God, the final judge and the final judgment, where everyone who has ever lived is judged either to eternal torment in the lake of fire and brimstone or to live in the new Heaven and new earth forever with Christ and the saints. Christ’s end time message in Matthew chapters 24-25 emphasizes faithfulness to the master rather than self-centered commercial gain. The great white throne of judgment will be about the nature of one’s faithfulness to Christ and one’s works as we can read in the next verse:) 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. (The actual judgment as it occurs is described here: First, God is the judge. Second, all the dead, those who were resurrected at the first resurrection that we noticed in Revelation 20:4-6, including the raptured saints and those who died in Christ during the tribulation, and “the rest of the dead”, that we read in verse 5, who are the wicked in hell. Third, books were opened, that recording their works, and the judgment will be based on the records of God, the criterion of their works that they have done; whether their faith in Christ has been demonstrated and found real by their works or not. Fourth, another book was opened, which is the book of life.) 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. (Here the description of the same event emphasizes that everyone who has ever lived will be raised at the end of the Millennium reign, and perhaps at the end of the great final battle, to face this final judgment. This is the resurrection of the wicked who have previously died, not believing in Christ, including those dead their bodies laying in the sea, and all those in hell, because the first resurrection was of the raptured church and those who died in Christ during the tribulation. The criterion of judgment is noted again as in the first description of this final judgment in the previous verse; the criterion is whether their works have demonstrated the reality of their faith or lack thereof in Christ.) 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Here death itself was ended and cast into the lake of fire, along with hell. That is, after the final judgment is over and all have been judged who would go into the lake of fire and brimstone because they did not demonstrate faith in Christ by their works, and so since no one else will be punished to hell so hell and the wicked will be thrown into the lake of fire and that is the second death. We can read also about the destiny of death also in 1 Corinthians 15, “24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28 KJV) The “second death” describes the final judgment on the wicked, in which persons who do not believe in Christ, nor demonstrate that belief by their works, die once again after their resurrection and will be sentenced to the lake of fire. So here the last enemy Christ will have victory over is death, then Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to God the Father, ushering the beginning of the new heaven and the new earth.) (Revelation 20:1-15 KJV)   
My dear and beloved: Those and we among them whom their names are written in the book of life will live in the new Heaven and new earth. Therefore let us take heed of the message that we received today so we are ready at His coming to be there with Him and forever in the new Heaven and new earth and in the new Heavenly Jerusalem.
Let us pray … .
My prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Thank you for your Word about your reign on earth and for one thousand years and the authority that you will bestow on us as we will reign with you.   
Let us come to God in repentance. Renounce your sins and all your pride arrogance, lack of faithfulness toward God, your stubbornness and disobediences. Renounce your immoralities, corruption and injustices. Renounce your laziness, lack of stewardship and non willingness to serve God, living His will and suffer for His cause.  
Lord forgive me, I repent from the following sins _______________________. Lord I commit myself to live for you and to be obedient, faithful to all what I received from you and to continue to live the plan that you have for me in my life. 
Lord thank you for my Brethren and Sisters who surrender their lives and will to you. Lord continue to mold them and prepare them for your coming.  Lord use them to serve you and continue to provide for them and protect them from the evil one.
Lord bless us as your church, Lord sustain us and prepare us for your second coming and perfect us and mold us to conform to your will and the plan that you have for us. Lord refills us with the Holy Spirit and lead us to reach new people with the gospel of Jesus. Lord protect us from the schemes of the devil and those who are working with Him. Lord enable us to evangelize, make disciples and train new workers, and to plant more Bible studies and new congregations for the church. Lord fulfill the vision of the church, ‘Multiplication in peace with implementing the whole will of God.’ Lord bless us, enlarge our territory let your hand be with us and free us from harm so that we will not feel pain. The grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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